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Introduction: When we invite someone to our home, we usually make 

preparations for their visit.  We make an effort to put things in order.  For instance, 

we mop the floor, clean rooms and clear up any clutter.  In the verses we read 

today, John the Baptist is asking his audience to clear up the clutter (sin) of their 

heart before the coming of their visitor, Jesus Christ. This year, as we get ready for 

Christmas, invite guests to our homes, cook and clean, let’s ask ourselves are we 

making as much or any effort in getting ready for the most important guest, Jesus 

Christ.  

 

  

Verse 7                                   The Condemnation 
 

In this verse, we see the words of condemnation.  Here, John the Baptist is 

addressing the religious leaders (the Pharisees and the Sadducees).  The prior 

verses tell us that John was baptizing people who had confessed their sins.  His 

baptism was based on Old Testament purification rituals (Leviticus 15:13).  

Therefore, John’s baptism symbolized the repentance of Jews who had accepted 

that they had been Gentiles and needed to become the people of God inwardly.  

The Christian baptism is the believer’s identification with Christ in His death, 

burial and resurrection (Romans 6:3-5) (Colossians 2:12).  The people were 

repenting in anticipation of the Messiah’s arrival. The Pharisees were a sect of 

Jews who were known for their rigid adherence to the traditions of elders and 

ceremonial fine points of the law.  Their teachings had become a list of dos and 

don’ts, which became an unnecessary burden for the people. The Sadducees were 

compromisers, political opportunists, and liberals.  John addresses them as a 

generation/offspring of vipers (deadly snakes).  A viper appears very beautiful 

outwardly, but is full of poison.  These men, although they appeared to be religious 

and holy, were full of the deadly poison of hypocrisy, malice, and error.  This was 

also Christ’s assessment of them (Matthew 12:34).  In other words, both John and 

Christ identified them as children of the devil (Revelation 12:9) (2 Corinthians 

11:3).  Do we fall into any of these religious groups? As children of God, our 

actions should always be motivated by love for God and love for people 

(Philippians 2:3-4).  

 

 

 



Verses 8-10                             The Conversion  
 

John is stating that our spiritual conversion (“repentance”) should “bring forth” or 

bear fruits in our lives that indicates to others the change in our hearts.  What kinds 

of fruit should we bring forth? (Galatians 5:22) (Matthew 5:3-9)  The Apostle 

Paul said that we should “work out our salvation”, which means that Christians 

should be in active pursuit of obedience to God’s Word (Philippians 2:12) (Acts 

26:20). We have to train our mind and body to seek after the things of God and 

only then will we bear fruits for others to see.  Repentance is known by good 

works (Ephesians 2:10). These religious sects had the mentality that their lineage 

through Abraham (chosen race) would secure them spiritually.  To trust in one’s 

physical ancestry shifts the focus of faith away from God.  What about us? Who or 

what do we trust to save us?  Is it our family ties, church attendance, reputation, 

education, or financial stability?  Just like sitting in a garage won’t make you a car, 

sitting in church every Sunday won’t make you a Christian.  The truth is that only 

our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ can save us now and forever (Acts 16:31). 

Abraham’s true children are not merely physical descendants, but those who 

follow the ways of God and believe God’s Word (Romans 9:8) (Romans 4:11, 

16) (Galatians 3:7).  Remember, if our faith does not change us, then we might 

want to examine our faith.  
 

 

Verses 11-12                           The Comparison  
 

We see the comparison between Christ and John.  Christ was “mightier” not only 

because He is God, but His ministry was exercised with greater power and 

authority, with mighty works and miracles, which were followed with the 

extraordinary gifts of the Spirit.  Notice John’s humility, the phrase “whose 

shoes….to bear” means that John considered himself unworthy to even be a 

servant of Christ. The text tells us that people from all over were flocking to John 

(vs. 5).  At such a time when his popularity rating was at an all time high, he 

admitted to Christ’s supremacy.  He willingly pointed out Christ (John 1:29), 

supported His ministry, and did not try to overshadow Christ in any way.  Would 

anyone of us relinquish our position for someone else’s benefit in the church, at 

home or at work especially when we are at the height of our glory?  In verse 12, we 

see that Christ has a fan in His hand.  A fan is a tool for tossing grain into the wind 

so that the chaff is blown away.  This verse states “His wheat”, which refers to 

those who have made Christ their redeemer while the chaff represents the 

unbelievers (Psalm 1:4).  Reading this verse, we need to ask ourselves are we “his 

wheat” or the chaff (Haggai 1:5)?  Remember, obedience brings opportunity, but                            
disobedience brings discipline.  There is a destiny for both the wheat and the chaff.  

Are we ready for His coming?   


